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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING ARSONISTS

1. Write a paragraph that explains the main ideas in Chapter 2.

2. Would you want to work as an arson investigator? Why or why not?

3. Which arsonist was also an arson investigator?

A. John Orr

B. Bob Eason Jr.

C. Raymond Lee Oyler

4. Why would having more fires than usual be a sign of arson?

A. Having that many accidents would be unlikely.

B. Arsonists always start multiple fires.

C. Arsonists always work in teams.
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5. What does origin mean in the Catching Arsonists book? 

Investigators looked at how the wildfire started. They went to its origin.

A. the place where something began

B. the place where something ended

C. a time far back in the past

6. What does fiction mean in the Catching Arsonists book? 

The book was fiction. It told a story about an arsonist.

A. a book of math problems

B. a book that tells a tale

C. a book that has been lost
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ANSWER KEY FOR CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING ARSONISTS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. A
4. A
5. A
6. B
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING ART THIEVES

1. Write a paragraph that explains the main ideas in Chapter 2.

2. What do you think is the best way to protect art from theft? Why?

3. When did Vincenzo Peruggia steal the Mona Lisa?

A. 1911

B. 1944

C. 2000

4. Why might thieves steal art during an event at a museum?

A. There would be more people going in and out than usual.

B. There would be fewer people going in and out than usual.

C. There would be no guards or security during the event.
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5. What does disguises mean in the Catching Art Thieves book? 

Thieves often wear masks or other disguises to hide their faces.

A. ways of hiding who someone is

B. ways of hiding where someone moves

C. ways of telling where someone goes

6. What does distractions mean in the Catching Art Thieves book? 

But some thieves use distractions. For example, they may create 

loud sounds.

A. things that make no sound

B. things that take people’s attention

C. things that police use to catch thieves
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ANSWER KEY FOR CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING ART THIEVES

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. A
4. A
5. A
6. B
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING ASSASSINS

1. Write a paragraph that explains the main ideas of Chapter 3.

2. What do you think is the best type of evidence against an assassin? Why?

3. When was President John F. Kennedy assassinated?

A. 1963

B. 1968

C. 1976

4. Why might investigators try to keep their own DNA off of evidence?

A. so their DNA will spread to more places

B. so their DNA won’t mix with suspects’ DNA

C. so suspects’ DNA will be harder to find
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5. What does commission mean in the Catching Assassins book? 

The US government formed a commission. This group investigated the 

Kennedy assassination.

A. a group with a specific goal

B. a group that helps plan a crime

C. a group that tries to pass laws

6. What does massive mean in the Catching Assassins book? 

There was a massive hunt for Ray. It became a huge law 

enforcement operation.

A. very short

B. very cold

C. very large
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ANSWER KEY FOR CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING ASSASSINS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. A
4. B
5. A
6. C
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING BANK ROBBERS

1. Write a paragraph that explains the main ideas in Chapter 3.

2. What do you think is the best way to catch bank robbers? Why?

3. How much money did thieves in Brazil steal in 2005?

A. $10 million

B. $40 million

C. $70 million

4. How might bait money help police catch robbers?

A. The bait money will fall apart before the robbers can use it to 

buy things.

B. Police can use bait money to trick robbers into stealing again.

C. Tracking where money is used can help police find who is 

spending it.
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5. What does valuable mean in the Catching Bank Robbers book? 

Bank robbers steal money, jewelry, or other valuable items.

A. not worth any money

B. worth lots of money

C. hard to pick up

6. What does negotiators mean in the Catching Bank Robbers book? 

If that happens, police bring in negotiators. These people talk with the 

robbers. They try to convince the robbers to come out peacefully and let the 

hostages go.

A. people who try to reach agreements

B. people who try to start disagreements

C. people who team up with robbers
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ANSWER KEY FOR CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING BANK ROBBERS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. C
4. C
5. B
6. A
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING SCAMMERS

1. Write a paragraph that describes a few common types of scams.

2. What do you think is the best way to spot a scammer?

3. What type of scam did Bernie Madoff run?

A. a BEC scam

B. a Ponzi scheme

C. a romance scam

4. Why would charity scams be likely to happen after a flood or wildfire?

A. That type of scam only works if something bad happens.

B. Scammers can trick people more easily when banks are closed.

C. Scammers want to trick people who are rushing to help.
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5. What does disasters mean in the Catching Scammers book? 

This type of scam is common after floods, wildfires, and other disasters.

A. events that cause harm

B. events that make people happy

C. places that people visit

6. What does victims mean in the Catching Scammers book? 

Scammers often targeted elderly people. Victims lost hundreds of thousands 

of dollars.

A. people who try to scam others

B. people who have been harmed

C. people who work to stop scams
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ANSWER KEY FOR CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING SCAMMERS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. B



Copyright © 2027 by Apex Editions. This document may be printed and reproduced for local use only.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING SERIAL KILLERS

1. Write a paragraph that explains the main ideas of Chapter 2.

2. What do you think is the best way to catch a serial killer? Why?

3. Who created an algorithm that helps catch serial killers?

A. Thomas K. Hargrove

B. Harold Shipman

C. Gary Ridgway

4. How could DNA evidence help prove a suspect’s guilt?

A. It could show that a suspect knew the victim.

B. It could show where a suspect lives.

C. It could prove that the suspect was at the crime scene.
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5. What does contacted mean in the Catching Serial Killers book? 

But he wanted fame. So, he contacted the police and the media. He sent 

letters and photos of his victims.

A. got in touch with

B. tried to hide from

C. took money from

6. What does suspicious mean in the Catching Serial Killers book? 

This time, he made a mistake. He put himself in the victim’s will. Her family 

became suspicious. They had the patient’s body tested.

A. happy about something

B. worried that something is wrong

C. tired of something
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ANSWER KEY FOR CRACKING THE CASE: CATCHING SERIAL KILLERS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. A
4. C
5. A
6. B


