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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: FLOOD RESPONSE TEAMS

1. Write a few sentences describing the main ideas of Chapter 2.

2. Would you like to be a part of a flood response team? Why or why not?

3. Where are flash floods more common?

A. low places near rivers or coasts

B. low places far from rivers or coasts

C. high places near farmland

4. What could happen if no one waited downstream during a rescue?

A. More people could fall into the water.

B. People who fall into the water could float away.

C. No one could watch out for debris.
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5. What does dangerous mean in the Flood Response Teams book? 

Floodwater is very dangerous. It may be more than 30 feet (9 m) deep. And 

it often flows very quickly. 

A. easy to stop

B. slow moving

C. unsafe

6. What does surging mean in the Flood Response Teams book?  

To escape surging water, people may go to roofs or upper levels of 

buildings. 

A. draining away

B. quickly rising

C. slowly cooling
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ANSWER KEY FOR EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: FLOOD RESPONSE TEAMS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. B
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: HOTSHOT CREWS

1. Write a few sentences describing the main ideas of Chapter 2.

2. Would you like to be a hotshot firefighter? Why or why not?

3. How many hotshots are on most teams?

A. fewer than 13

B. about 20

C. more than 100

4. How could dry plants make wildfires more likely?

A. Dry plants cannot grow.

B. Dry plants cannot burn.

C. Dry plants can catch fire easily.
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5. What does physical mean in the Hotshot Crews book?   

Most of the training is physical. Hotshots must be able to run fast and far.

A. using the body

B. using the mind

C. using many tools

6. What does conditions mean in the Hotshot Crews book? 

Hotshots also learn to adapt to changing conditions. Strong winds can 

cause fires to change direction quickly.

A. types of weather

B. names of places

C. kinds of animals
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ANSWER KEY FOR EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: HOTSHOT CREWS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. A
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: HURRICANE HUNTERS

1. Write a few sentences describing the main ideas of Chapter 3.

2. Would you like to fly through a hurricane? Why or why not?

3. Which member of a flight crew helps guide the plane?

A. navigator

B. mechanic

C. scientist

4. Why might scientists who work as hurricane hunters need survival skills?

A. so they can understand hurricanes better

B. in case their plane crashes during a storm

C. because they study hurricanes alone
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5. What does extreme mean in the Hurricane Hunters book?  

Pilots learn to fly in extreme weather. They practice steering in 

strong winds.

A. calm and quiet

B. slow and heavy

C. powerful and dangerous

6. What does models mean in the Hurricane Hunters book?  

Scientists use data to make computer models. The models predict a 

hurricane’s path.

A. maps that show what might happen

B. small copies of real-life objects

C. games that help people learn
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ANSWER KEY FOR EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: HURRICANE HUNTERS 

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. A
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: SMOKEJUMPERS

1. Write a few sentences describing the main ideas of Chapter 2.

2. Would you like to work as a smokejumper? Why or why not?

3. From what height might smokejumpers jump out of airplanes?

A. 2,000 feet (600 m)

B. 3,000 feet (900 m)

C. 5,000 feet (1,500 m)

4. Why would a parachute that is easier to steer be safer for smokejumpers?

A. They could fall slower.

B. They could fall faster.

C. They could avoid trees and rocks.
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5. What does risky mean in the Smokejumpers book? 

Smokejumping was very risky. Jumpers could get hurt if they crashed or ran 

into trees.

A. full of danger

B. safe and easy

C. costing lots of money

6. What does trainees mean in the Smokejumpers book? 

Part of smokejumpers’ training includes falling off a tall tower. Trainees are 

attached to a cable for safety.

A. people who are in training

B. places where training happens

C. times when training happens
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ANSWER KEY FOR EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: SMOKEJUMPERS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. A
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: STORM CHASERS

1. Write a few sentences explaining the main ideas of Chapter 2.

2. What fact about storm chasers was most surprising to you? Why?

3. When did storm chasing first start?

A. the 1950s

B. the 1970s

C. the 2000s

4. How does having more data help scientists make better guesses?

A. They find common patterns.

B. They can ignore facts from the past.

C. They can stop sending warnings. 
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5. What does meteorology mean in the Storm Chasers book?

Many storm chasers study meteorology. They learn about storms and how 

they form.

A. the study of long-ago times

B. the study of outer space

C. the study of weather

6. What does risk mean in the Storm Chasers book?  

Lightning and hail are dangers, too. But the biggest risk is other vehicles.

A. type of weather

B. cause of danger

C. way to stay safe
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ANSWER KEY FOR EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: STORM CHASERS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. A
4. A
5. C
6. B
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: SURVIVOR SUPPORTERS

1. Write a few sentences explaining the main ideas of Chapter 4.

2. Would you want to be a survivor support worker? Why or why not?

3. Which type of disaster hit Haiti in 2021?

A. tornado

B. earthquake

C. hurricane

4. Why might people need to stay in a shelter after a natural disaster?

A. The disaster may be far away.

B. Their home may have been destroyed.

C. Their car may need replacing. 
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5. What does threats mean in the Survivor Supporters book? 

Hurricanes pose many threats to people’s homes. The storms can cause 

serious flooding. 

A. types of fun

B. types of money

C. types of danger

6. What does local mean in the Survivor Supporters book?  

Some support teams help with local disasters. Others may travel far away.

A. in a nearby area

B. in a hard-to-reach area

C. a long distance away
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ANSWER KEY FOR EXTREME WEATHER JOBS: SURVIVOR SUPPORTERS

1. Answers will vary 
2. Answers will vary 
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. A


