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Lesson Plan

Vocabulary Matching

Book: Jordan Spieth

Series: Biggest Names in Sports

Level: Navigator 

Objective

To help students practice determining the meanings of words by using context clues, 

identifying root words, and recognizing common affixes.

Supplies

• Jordan Spieth

• Words and Definitions List (attached)

• Scissors

Before the Activity

Read through the Jordan Spieth book, or assign it to the students to read on their own. Print 

enough copies of the Words and Definitions List so each student can have one word or 

definition from Group 1 and one word or definition from Group 2. Cut the copies so that each 

word or definition is on its own slip of paper. (Note: The definitions are listed in the same order 

as the words; if every word cannot be assigned, make sure to start from the top of each list.)

Activity

Start with the Group 1 (Nouns) words. Give half the students pieces of paper with vocabulary 

words from the glossary or text. Give the other half of the students pieces of paper with the 

definitions. Ask all the students to stand. When you say, “Go,” each student with a vocabulary 

word should try to find the classmate whose slip of paper has his or her word’s definition. At 

the same time, each student with a definition should be looking for the classmate whose slip of 

paper has the word his or her definition describes. 

Students should link arms when they have found their matching word or definition. When all 

the students have found their pairs and linked arms, go around the room and have each pair 

read their word and definition out loud to the class. Then use the Group 2 (Adjectives and 

Verbs) words to repeat this activity. 
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Evaluation

Did the students find their matching words or definitions quickly?

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ language standards, 

grade 5 (L 5.4).
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Words and Definitions List

Group 1 (Nouns)

amateur

approval

birdie

bogey

career

confidence

cut

dedication

eagle

heroics

par

prospects

putt

rookie

strokes

temper



Copyright © 2017 by North Star Editions. This document may be printed and reproduced for local use only.

Someone who is not paid to perform an activity.

The opinion that something is good or acceptable.

A score of one under par on a golf hole.

A score of one over par on a golf hole.

A person’s work or series of jobs.

The belief that someone will be able to succeed or do well.

When the number of players is reduced in a tournament, leaving only the players with the best 

scores to play the final rounds.

The act of continuing to work hard or concentrate on something.

A score of two under par on a golf hole.

Actions that are very brave, determined, or admired by other people.

The score a good golfer should make on a hole.

Opportunities or possibilities for what might happen in the future.

A shot on the green in which the golfer intends to roll the ball into the hole.

A person who is playing his or her first year in a professional sport.

Golf shots.

The tendency to become angry.
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Group 2 (Adjectives and Verbs)

achieve

concentrate

destined

dramatic 

enable

fortunate

hoist

junior

legendary

mature 

participate

penalize

rebound

standout

thrilling

yearn
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To reach a goal or have success after working hard.

To give all your thought and attention to one thing.

Sure to have a specific outcome or go to a certain place.

Very exciting, noticeable, or extreme. 

To make it possible for someone to do something.

Having good luck or many opportunities.

To lift or raise something.

A person who is younger or has a lower position.

Very famous or well-known.

Fully grown or developed. 

To be part of an activity or event with other people.

To punish or give a disadvantage to someone for breaking the rules.

To recover from a loss or defeat.

A person or thing that is better or more important than the others in a group.

Causing strong feelings of excitement or happiness.

To feel a strong desire to have or do something.
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Words and Definitions List (ANSWER KEY)

Group 1 (Nouns)

• amateur: Someone who is not paid to perform an activity.

• approval: The opinion that something is good or acceptable.

• birdie: A score of one under par on a golf hole.

• bogey: A score of one over par on a golf hole.

• career: A person’s work or series of jobs.

• confidence: The belief that someone will be able to succeed or do well.

• cut: When the number of players is reduced in a tournament, leaving only the players with 

the best scores to play the final rounds.

• dedication: The act of continuing to work hard or concentrate on something.

• eagle: A score of two under par on a golf hole.

• heroics: Actions that are very brave, determined, or admired by other people.

• par: The score a good golfer should make on a hole.

• prospects: Opportunities or possibilities for what might happen in the future.

• putt: A shot on the green in which the golfer intends to roll the ball into the hole.

• rookie: A person who is playing his or her first year in a professional sport.

• strokes: Golf shots.

• temper: The tendency to become angry.

Group 2 (Adjectives and Verbs)

• achieve: To reach a goal or have success after working hard.

• concentrate: To give all your thought and attention to one thing.

• destined: Sure to have a specific outcome or go to a certain place.

• dramatic: Very exciting, noticeable, or extreme. 

• enable: To make it possible for someone to do something.

• fortunate: Having good luck or many opportunities.

• hoist: To lift or raise something.

• junior: A person who is younger or has a lower position.

• legendary: Very famous or well-known.

• mature: Fully grown or developed. 

• participate: To be part of an activity or event with other people.

• penalize: To punish or give a disadvantage to someone for breaking the rules.

• rebound: To recover from a loss or defeat.

• standout: A person or thing that is better or more important than the others in a group.

• thrilling: Causing strong feelings of excitement or happiness.

• yearn: To feel a strong desire to have or do something.


