
Copyright © 2017 by North Star Editions. This document may be printed and reproduced for local use only.

Lesson Plan

Find the Errors

Book: Cam Newton

Series: Biggest Names in Sports

Level: Navigator 

Objective

To help students practice recognizing and correcting errors in grammar and punctuation, such 

as verb tense, subject-verb agreement, capitalization, and comma use.

Supplies

• Cam Newton

• Find the Errors worksheet (attached)

• Red pens

Before the Activity

Read through the Cam Newton book, or assign it to the students to read on their own. Print a 

Find the Errors worksheet for each student.

Activity

Explain that when the students read Cam Newton, they are reading the final version of the book 

manuscript. Most book manuscripts go through several drafts between when they are first 

written and when they are printed. During these drafts, editors help make sure that the facts 

are accurate, the information is organized appropriately, and the grammar and punctuation are 

correct. 

Today the students get to practice one step of the editorial process as proofreaders. Their job 

is to look for errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Give each student a Find the Errors 

worksheet and a red pen. This worksheet includes text from pages 17 to 20 of the Cam Newton 

book. However, this version of the text has several errors. The students should circle each place 

on the worksheet that uses incorrect grammar or punctuation. Then they should write in the 

correct word or punctuation. There are 18 total errors.

Evaluation

Using the attached answer key, give the students 1 point for each error they identify and 1 

point for fixing each error, for a total of up 36 points.
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Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ language standards, 

grades 4 and 5 (L 4.1; L 4.2; L 5.1; L 5.2).
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Find the Errors

Circle the grammar and punctuation errors in the following text. Then write the correct word or 

punctuation above them.

 In 2011, carolina Panthers fans became Cam Newton fans in a matter of seconds. Their 

team chose Newton with the first pick in the NFL draft. In training camp; Newton won the job 

as the teams starting quarterback. Panthers fans soon had plenty of reasons to cheer for their 

dynamic new quarterback. 

 In his first game, Newton shattering an NFL record by passing for 422 yards against the 

Arizona cardinals. No player had ever throwed for more yards in his first NFL game. 

It was a sign of great things to come. Newton was already among the top quarterbacks in the 

nfl. When the season ended. he had set rookie records with 4,051 passing yards 706 rushing 

yards, and 35 touchdowns. He was an easy choice as the NFLs Offensive Rookie of the Year.

Newton also showed his love for the fans He have a special bond with kids. He begin a tradition 

of handing a football to a child in the stands after every touchdown.

 He loved to help kids in bigger ways, too. For example, newton surprised a group of 

fourth- and fifth-grade students on a class field trip in December, 2015. He met them at a 

sporting goods store. First he spoke to the kids. Then he gave each of them a 200$ gift card. 

The children was excited as they picked out gifts. Newton did not donate his time, and money 

to make a good impression. He did it because he likes to help kids.
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Find the Errors (ANSWERS)

Circle the grammar and punctuation errors in the following text. Then write the correct word or 

punctuation above them.

 In 2011, carolina (Carolina) Panthers fans became Cam Newton fans in a matter of 

seconds. Their team chose Newton with the first pick in the NFL draft. In training camp; 

(comma not semi-colon) Newton won the job as the teams (missing apostrophe) starting 

quarterback. Panthers fans soon had plenty of reasons to cheer for their dynamic new 

quarterback. 

In his first game, Newton shattering (shattered) an NFL record by passing for 422 yards 

against the Arizona cardinals (Cardinals). No player had ever throwed (thrown) for more yards 

in his first NFL game. 

 It was a sign of great things to come. Newton was already among the top quarterbacks 

in the nfl (NFL). When the season ended. (fragment, this should be a comma connected to 

the next sentence) he had set rookie records with 4,051 passing yards (missing comma) 706 

rushing yards, and 35 touchdowns. He was an easy choice as the NFLs (missing apostrophe) 

Offensive Rookie of the Year.

Newton also showed his love for the fans (missing period) He have (has) a special bond with 

kids. He begin (began) a tradition of handing a football to a child in the stands after every 

touchdown.

 He loved to help kids in bigger ways, too. For example, newton (Newton) surprised a 

group of fourth- and fifth-grade students on a class field trip in December, 2015 (no comma). 

He met them at a sporting goods store. First he spoke to the kids. Then he gave each of them a 

200$ (dollar sign before the number) gift card. The children was (were) excited as they picked 

out gifts. Newton did not donate his time, and (no comma) money to make a good impression. 

He did it because he likes to help kids.


