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Lesson Plan

Matching Text and Context

Book: Von Miller

Series: Biggest Names in Sports

Level: Navigator 

Objective

To help students identify the similarities and differences between two texts on the same 

subject and practice writing for various contexts and audiences. 

Supplies

• Von Miller

• Cam Newton

• Pencils and paper 

Before the Activity

Read through the Von Miller book, or assign it to the students to read on their own. 

Activity

Chapter 1 (“Super Super Bowl”) of Von Miller describes Super Bowl 50, in which the Carolina 

Panthers played the Denver Broncos. Page 26 and page 27 of the book Cam Newton describe 

this same game. Read the following excerpt from the Cam Newton book out loud to the 

students:

The [Carolina Panthers’] victory over Arizona put Carolina into the Super Bowl against 

Denver. Newton struggled in the game. He misfired on his first four passes. He got hit and 

fumbled the ball near his own goal line. The Broncos recovered it for a touchdown. Newton 

led a scoring drive in the second quarter, but he never found his stride. In the end, the 

Panthers lost 24–10. The year ended badly for Newton. But that could not tarnish his 2015 

season. Newton had achieved amazing things both on and off the field that year. (Gitlin, 

Marty. Cam Newton. Lake Elmo, MN: North Star Editions, 2017, p. 26–27.)

After reading the excerpt, have the students discuss the similarities and differences between 

this description of the game and Chapter 4 of the Von Miller book. Ask the following questions:

• What is portrayed as positive in each account? What is portrayed as negative? (Possible 

answer: In the Von Miller book, the win is portrayed as a major victory, while in the Cam 

Newton book, it’s shown as an unfortunate loss in an otherwise great season.)
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• What words or phrases does the author use to show this? (Possible answer: In the 

Cam Newton book, the author uses the words “struggled” and “misfired” to describe the 

game but says these errors did not “tarnish” Newton’s season. In the Von Miller book, the 

author says that Miller was “dominating” the game and describes how Miller “flashed 

forward with amazing quickness.”) 

• What do the two accounts have in common? (Possible answer: Even though they have 

different perspectives, they report the same events. Both say the Broncos won.)

Explain to the students that the same author (Marty Gitlin) wrote both books. However, his 

audience for each book is a little different. Readers of the Von Miller book are likely to be fans 

of the Broncos and their players, while the Cam Newton book’s readers are probably more 

interested in Newton and the Panthers. Gitlin changes the focus and style of his writing to 

match each audience. 

In this lesson, students will practice making their own writing match their intended audience. 

They will be writing blog posts. Ask the students to discuss the differences between the kind of 

writing typically found in an academic essay and the writing they would do for a blog. Possible 

answers include:

• that a blog is typically shorter

• that a blog is written for followers rather than a teacher

• that essays tend to focus on facts or statements supported by facts while a blog can also 

include emotions or opinions

• that a blog can use informal English while essays typically use formal English.

Keeping this discussion in mind, students should write two different blog posts about Super 

Bowl 50. One post should be written for Panthers fans, and one should be written for Broncos 

fans. Each blog post should be between 100 and 300 words long. The posts should have an 

exciting title designed to grab readers’ attention. Remind the students to use exciting verbs 

(such as “flashed” and “dominating”) to keep readers interested, too.

Evaluation

Did the student accurately identify the differences between the two texts? Did he or she write a 

blog post for each audience that had an exciting title and fit the word count?

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading informational 

texts standards, grade 5 (RI 5.6; RI 5.9).


