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Lesson Plan

Synonym Sorting

Book: Patrick Kane

Series: Biggest Names in Sports

Level: Navigator 

Objective

To help students explore the nuances of word meanings and evaluate which words from a group 

of related words are appropriate in various contexts.

Supplies

• Patrick Kane

• Merriam-Webster online dictionary: http://www.merriam-webster.com/

• Related Words List (attached)

• Hat

Before the Activity

Read through the Patrick Kane book, or assign it to the students to read on their own. Print the 

Related Words List and cut it apart so that each word is on its own slip of paper. Fold the slips 

in half and stick them inside the hat. 

Activity

Page 11 of Patrick Kane says, “Some thought he was arrogant. But he was simply confident.” 

Ask the students to explain the difference between the meanings of these two words. Then 

ask the students to look up both words in the Merriam-Webster online dictionary. Choose a 

student to read the definitions out loud to the class. Do these definitions add to or change their 

understanding of how these two words are different?

Next, have each student draw a slip of paper from the hat. Explain that all of the words in the 

hat are related to the word confident (They appear in the “Synonyms” section of the Merriam-

Webster web page for the word confident under the heading “Related Words”). Each student 

should look up the definition of the word on his or her slip of paper. Each student should also 

write this definition on the back of the slip of paper.

Then ask all the students to stand up. Explain that you will give them an instruction. It will tell 

them to do something (such as sitting down or moving around the classroom) based on their 

word or its meaning. Read each statement from the Instructions List and give the students 

a couple minutes to move or find their groups. After each instruction, interview the students 



Copyright © 2017 by North Star Editions. This document may be printed and reproduced for local use only.

who moved. Ask each of them to read their word out loud and explain why they moved as they 

did. Then have all the students gather back together as a group and get ready for the next 

instruction.

Instructions List

1. If your word typically has a positive meaning, come to the front of the classroom. 

2. If your word typically has a negative meaning, go to the back of the classroom.

3. If your word could be used as a synonym for “cheerful,” sit down.

4. If your word could be used as a synonym for “proud,” sit down.

5. If your word could be used as a synonym for “calm,” sit down.

6. Find any other students whose words have a similar prefix and link arms.

7. Find any other students whose words have the same ending and link arms.

8. Find any other students whose words have the same root and link arms.

Evaluation

Did the students accurately identify whether they should move or find other students with 

similar words? See the Instructions List answer key included below.

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ language standards, 

grades 6 and 7 (L 6.4; L 6.5; L 7.4 L 7.5).
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Related Words List

collected

complacent

composed

conceited

coolheaded

disciplined

egoistic

egotistic

hopeful

imperturbable

optimistic

overweening

poised

pompous

prideful

recollected

sanguine

self-affected

self-applauding

self-centered

self-conceited

self-contented

self-controlled

self-important

self-pleased

self-possessed

self-promoting

self-reliant

self-satisfied

self-sufficient

serene

smug

stuck-up

tranquil

unperturbed

unshaken

unflappable

unself-conscious

unshakable

vain

vainglorious
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Instructions List (Answer Key)

1. If your word typically has a positive meaning, come to the front of the classroom. 

collected, composed, coolheaded, disciplined, hopeful, imperturbable, optimistic, poised, 

recollected, sanguine, self-controlled, self-possessed, self-reliant, self-sufficient, serene, 

tranquil, unflappable, unperturbed, unself-conscious, unshakable, unshaken

2. If your word typically has a negative meaning, go to the back of the classroom.

complacent, conceited, egoistic, egotistic, overweening, pompous, prideful, self-affected, 

self-applauding, self-centered, self-contented, self-conceited, self-important, self-pleased, self-

satisfied, self-promoting, smug, stuck-up, vain, vainglorious

3. If your word could be used as a synonym for “cheerful,” sit down.

hopeful, optimistic, sanguine

4. If your word could be used as a synonym for “proud,” sit down.

conceited, egoistic, egotistic, overweening, pompous, prideful, self-affected, self-applauding, 

self-centered, self-contented, self-conceited, self-important, self-pleased, self-satisfied, self-

promoting, smug, stuck-up, vain, vainglorious

5. If your word could be used as a synonym for “calm,” sit down.

collected, composed, coolheaded, imperturbable, serene, tranquil, unflappable, unperturbed, 

unshakable, unshaken

6. Find any other students whose words have a similar prefix and link arms.

1. “un–” is in unflappable, unperturbed, unself-conscious, unshakable, and unshaken. 

2. “self–” is in self-controlled, self-possessed, self-reliant, self-sufficient, self-affected, self-

applauding, self-centered, self-contented, self-conceited, self-important, self-pleased, 

self-satisfied, and self-promoting.

7. Find any other students whose words have the same ending and link arms.

1. “–able” is in imperturbable, unflappable, and unshakable.

2. “–ant” is in self-important and self-reliant.

3. “–ed” is in collected, composed, conceited, coolheaded, disciplined, poised, recollected, 

self-affected, self-centered, self-conceited, self-contented, self-controlled, self-pleased, 

self-possessed, self-satisfied, and unperturbed.

4. “–ful” is in hopeful and prideful.

5. “–ic” is in optimistic, egoistic, and egotistic.

6. “–ing” is in self-applauding and self-promoting.

7. “–ous” is in pompous, unself-conscious, and vainglorious.
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8. Find any other students whose words have the same root and link arms.

1. “shake” is in unshakable and unshaken.

2. “perturb” is in imperturbable and unperturbed.

3. “ego” is in egoistic and egotistic.

4. “vain” is in vain and vainglorious.


