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Lesson Plan

Athlete Interviews

Book: Odell Beckham Jr.

Series: Biggest Names in Sports

Level: Navigator 

Objective

To help students work together to identify the key details in a biographical text and then 

present those details to their peers in an engaging way.

Supplies

• Odell Beckham Jr.

• Pro Football Hall of Fame team page for the New York Giants: http://www.profootballhof.

com/teams/new-york-giants/

Before the Activity

Read through the Odell Beckham Jr. book, or assign it to the students to read on their own. 

Activity

Beckham plays for the New York Giants, an NFL team with a long history and several Super 

Bowl victories. Many of this team’s players have been enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of 

Fame. Today the students will learn more about some of these great players.

Divide the students into pairs. Each pair of students should choose one of the players 

highlighted in the “Team Greats” section of the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s team page for the 

New York Giants. The students should research this player and his major achievements. 

Then, each pair of students should work together to create a fake interview. One of the 

students should pretend to be a sports reporter. The other student should pretend to be the 

player. Together, they should plan a list of ten questions for the reporter to ask the player. They 

should choose questions they think will best help the rest of the class understand the player’s 

achievements. They should also plan the player’s answers. Give the students time to practice 

their interviews. Then have each pair perform their interview for the rest of the class. 

Evaluation

Did the students choose helpful questions? Did they answer them well? Did they successfully 

imitate reporters and athletes?
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Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ speaking and listening 

standards, grade 5 (SL 5.4; SL 5.6).


