FOCUS READERS

Lesson Plan

Cave Zone Posters

Book: Caves
Series: Landforms
Level: Beacon

Objective
To help students demonstrate comprehension of the three zones of a cave by creating a
drawing that shows the animals and/or plants that live in each zone.

Supplies
» Caves book
* 11x17 inch paper
* Colored pencils, pens, or markers

Before the Activity
Have students read Chapter 4 (“Life Underground”) of the Caves book. Then give each student
an 11x17 sheet of paper.

Activity

Chapter 4 (“Life Underground”) describes the three main zones of a cave. Ask students to draw
a map of an imaginary cave on their sheet of paper. Students should label the three zones of
the cave. They should show each zone’s location and draw what that area of the cave looks like.
They should also write one sentence describing what the zone is like. In addition, students
should draw one or two plants or animals that live in this zone. They should label the plants or
animals and write one sentence describing how or why they live in this part of the cave.

Students should use the text, images, and captions in Chapter 4 as an example of what each
zone should look like, but encourage students to invent their own cave shapes. Students should
also invent a name for their cave and write that name at the top of their drawing.

Evaluation
Use the sample answers (attached) to give students 4 points for each zone, for a total of 12
points. Then hang the students’ drawings around the classroom.

Standards
This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards for
informational texts, grade 3 (RI 3.4).
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Sample Answers

Zone 1

Name: light zone

Traits: This zone is at the beginning of the cave, near the opening, so it gets the most light.
Wildlife: raccoons, bears, and plants such as ferns

Description: Light reaches into the cave and allows plants to grow.

Zone 2

Name: twilight zone

Traits: This zone is further underground, so it is darker and cooler.
Wildlife: salamanders, insects, bats, and plants such as moss
Description: Insects and bats cling to the cave’s walls and ceiling.

Zone 3

Name: dark zone

Traits: This zone is even further into the cave, where no light reaches.

Wildlife: spiders, shrimp, fish, snails, and worms (including glowworms), but no plants
Description: Because there is no light, plants cannot grow, and animals in this zone use hearing
and feelers to move around.
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