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FOCUS ON

MANIFEST DESTINY AND
THE JOURNEY WEST 

1. Write a paragraph summarizing the main points of Chapter 1.

2. If you lived in the 1800s, would you have traveled the Oregon Trail? Why or why not?

3. What year did the first wagon train reach Oregon?

A. 1842
B. 1846
C. 1850

4. Why did some people leave their jobs to travel to California during the Gold Rush?

A. They thought traveling to California would be easier than going to Oregon.
B. They wanted to start farms on the land near Sutter’s Mill.
C. They thought they could earn more money looking for gold.
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Answer Key:
1. Answers will vary
2. Answers will vary
3. A
4. C


