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Lesson Plan

Rubber Crossword

Book: Rubber

Series: Momentous Materials

Level: Beacon

Objective

To help students practice using context clues to identify and define words about rubber.

Supplies

• Rubber book

• Rubber Crossword (attached)

• Pencils

Before the Activity

Read through the Rubber book, or assign it to students to read on their own. Print a Rubber 

Crossword for each student.

Activity

Hand out the Rubber Crossword sheets to students. Explain that this crossword uses 

vocabulary words from the Rubber book. Students can read the clue about each word and its 

meaning. They should write the word in the matching space on the crossword puzzle, putting 

one letter in each square. If students get stuck, they can look through the Rubber book for help.

Evaluation

Collect the crosswords and use the attached answer key to give each student 1 point for each 

correct term, for a total of up to 13 points.

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards for 

informational text, grade 3 (RI 3.4).
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Rubber Crossword
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Across

3. Rubber helps make raincoats and boots 

__________.

6. Pencil ______ are often made of rubber.

7. _________ rubber begins with a mixture that 

includes coal and oil.

9. _________ is the process of heating rubber to 

harden it.

10. Rubber _________ help liquid flow.

11. Rubber _________ help machine parts move.

12. If people throw away rubber, ___________ 

get into the ground or air.

Down

1. Workers collect sap called __________ from 

rubber trees.

2. Vulcanization makes rubber more 

__________.

4. It’s better for the environment to __________ 

rubber.

5. _________ rubber is made from plants.

8. Rubber __________ seal the spaces between 

machine parts.

9. Rubber is used to make tires for __________ 

such as cars, bikes, and trucks.
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Rubber Crossword Answer Key
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Across

3. Rubber helps make raincoats and boots 

__________.

6. Pencil ______ are often made of rubber.

7. _________ rubber begins with a mixture that 

includes coal and oil.

9. _________ is the process of heating rubber to 

harden it.

10. Rubber _________ help liquid flow.

11. Rubber _________ help machine parts move.

12. If people throw away rubber, ___________ 

get into the ground or air.

Down

1. Workers collect sap called __________ from 

rubber trees.

2. Vulcanization makes rubber more 

__________.

4. It’s better for the environment to __________ 

rubber.

5. _________ rubber is made from plants.

8. Rubber __________ seal the spaces between 

machine parts.

9. Rubber is used to make tires for __________ 

such as cars, bikes, and trucks.
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