FOCUS READERS

Lesson Plan

Plastic Production

Book: Plastic
Series: Momentous Materials
Level: Beacon

Objective
To help students demonstrate comprehension of a text about the process used to make plastic
bottles by putting a series of steps in order.

Supplies
* Plastic book
* Plastic Production worksheet (attached)
* Pencils
* Red pens

Before the Activity
Read through the Plastic book, or assign it to students to read on their own. Print a Plastic
Production worksheet for each student.

Activity

Pass out the Plastic Production worksheet to students. Explain that it lists the steps used for
creating plastic bottles, but they are in the wrong order. Students should number the blanks
to put the steps in the correct order. Keep a copy of the book for students to look at if they get
stuck.

Evaluation

After students have filled out the worksheets, pass out the red pens. Use the attached answer
key to reveal the correct answers. Students should use the red pens to mark their scores. They
should give themselves 1 point for each statement they numbered correctly, for up to 12 points
total.

Standards
This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards for
informational text, grade 3 (RI 3.3), and the National Council for the Social Studies standard 7.
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Plastic Production

Plastic tubes are filled with air to form bottle shapes.
Liquid plastic inside molds cools and hardens into tubes.
Machines heat fossil fuels into liquid.

Bottles are filled and labeled.

The plastic tubes are sent to a second factory.

Plastic tubes are heated a second time.

Bottles go to the store where people can buy them.

Fossil fuels go into machines.

Bottles cool down and are taken out of molds.

Heated materials become polymers and are mixed with chemicals.
Workers pour liquid into molds to shape plastic into tubes.

Bottles are sent to a drink company factory.

Copyright © 2024 by Focus Readers. This document may be printed and reproduced for local use only.



Plastic Production Answer Key

8 Plastic tubes are filled with air to form bottle shapes.
5 Liquid plastic inside molds cools and hardens into tubes.
2 Machines heat fossil fuels into liquid.

11 PBottles are filled and labeled.

6 The plastic tubes are sent to a second factory.

7 Plastic tubes are heated a second time.

12 Bottles go to the store where people can buy them.

1 Fossil fuels go into machines.

9 Bottles cool down and are taken out of molds.

3 Heated materials become polymers and are mixed with chemicals.
4 Workers pour liquid into molds to shape plastic into tubes.

10 Bottles are sent to a drink company factory.
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