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Lesson Plan

Plenty of Poetry

Book: Writing Poetry

Series: How to Write

Level: Beacon

Objective

To help students practice creating several different types of form poems.

Supplies

• Writing Poetry book

• Poetry Definitions and Examples sheet (attached)

• Computer or projector

• Paper and pencils

Before the Activity

Read through the Writing Poetry book, or assign it to students to read on their own. Use a 

computer or projector to display the Poetry Definitions and Examples sheet.

Activity

There are many different types of poetry. Some poets choose to follow forms. A form is the 

structure of the poem, such as the pattern of rhymes, number of lines, or shape the poem 

takes. Use the Poetry Definitions and Examples sheet to show students five examples of forms 

poets might use.

Invite each student to pick a topic. They should write two poems about it. Each poem should 

use a different form. For example, a student might write a haiku about her dog and then write 

an acrostic poem about her dog. Regardless of which style they choose, students should 

include lots of descriptive detail.

Evaluation

Invite a few volunteers to read their poems aloud to the class. Then collect all the poems. Give 

each student up to 15 points for their poems, using the following point system:

• up to 5 points for imitating the number or type of lines for the first poetry style

• up to 5 points for imitating the number or type of lines in a second poetry style

• up to 5 points for using descriptive details in both poems
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Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ writing standards, 

grade 3 (W 3.3).
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Poetry Definitions and Examples

Haiku

A three-lined poem with five syllables in the first line, seven in the second line, and five in the 

third line.

Snow falls on the ground

In sheets of soft, white blankets

Wrapping around us

Acrostic

A poem that spells out a name, word, or phrase when read vertically. Each line in the poem 

starts with one letter of the word.

Sledding down hills

No school for us now

Outside in the cold

Winter is lots of fun

5 Senses

A poem using the five senses. Each line of the poem describes a different sense.

I see snow drifting from the sky.

I hear the fireplace crackling.

I feel the cold wind outside.

I taste warm hot chocolate.

I smell holiday cookies baking.

Limerick

A five-lined poem that is often funny and uses the AABBA rhyme scheme. That means that 

lines 1 and 2 rhyme, lines 3 and 4 rhyme, and line 5 rhymes with lines 1 and 2.

We once built a snowman named Billy

On a day that was cloudy and chilly.

But the sun then came out,

And we started to shout

As he started to melt and look silly.
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Concrete

A poem that takes the shape of the item or idea it is describing. For example, this poem is 

about a snowman, so it’s shaped like one:

Oh how

Fun it is to be

Out in my backyard

On a bright, sunny

Winter day.

My sister and I

Roll and roll the snow

Into big balls and stack them 

On top of one another. A black hat,

A carrot, and pieces of coal make 

A face and head. We wrap a

Scarf around his neck

To keep warm.

Together,

We made a new

Friend outside. He has 

Branches for arms, a wide

Smile on his face, and chilly hugs.

He plays and sings with us until we’re

Tired and yawning. We will say goodbye

To our friend for now, but it won’t be 

very long before we see our pal.

We will come back here

Tomorrow to see our

Friend again.


