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Lesson Plan

Building Skills and Breaking Down Claims

Book: Ja Morant: Basketball Star

Series: Biggest Names in Sports

Level: Navigator

Objective

To help students identify and examine the claims and inferences an author makes.

Supplies

• Ja Morant: Basketball Star book

Before the Activity

Read Ja Morant: Basketball Star as a class, or assign it to students to read on their own. 

Activity

Ja Morant: Basketball Star describes how Morant built the skills and got the attention to 

become a star. While telling this story, the author makes some claims and inferences. Use the 

following questions to examine them as a class:

• Page 12 describes Ja Morant’s play during middle school and high school. Which details 

are described as positive? (Answer: He spent hours practicing, developed excellent skills, 

led his high school team, and scored huge numbers of points.)

• Which detail is described as negative? (Answer: He was short.)

• How might this be a problem in basketball? (Sample Answer: It would be easier for other 

players to block him.)

• Page 12 says that most big-name colleges weren’t interested in Morant. Why might that 

be? (Sample Answer: They might have thought he was still too small.)

• According to page 15, what did Morant do after his freshman season to become more of a 

leader on his college team? (Answer: He lifted weights and spent more time practicing.)

• How might these actions help improve his play? (Sample Answer: They could help him be 

stronger and more skilled.)

• Pages 16 and 17 describe how Morant began attracting attention in the NCAA. What 

details show how he did this? (Answer: He had incredible dunks and passes.)

• Page 18 says Morant’s vision on the court made it no surprise that he led the NCAA in 

assists. How would this skill help him make assists? (Sample Answer: Knowing where 

players were and how to pass to them would help him get the ball to open teammates, 

which would make it easier for them to score.)
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• When Morant joined the Grizzlies, the team was struggling. But page 23 says Morant 

proved he was ready to be the spark the team needed. What details from page 24 support 

this statement? (Sample Answer: He scored a last-minute basket, blocked a shot, and 

passed the ball to a teammate who made the winning three-pointer.)

• Page 26 gives three details about Morant’s play. Which two are positive? (Answer: He was 

famous for dunks and passes.)

• Which detail is negative? (Answer: He was still not as strong as many other players.)

• How would building strength help Morant on the court? (Answer: He could defend better 

and make more three-pointers.)

• How could these skills help his team? (Sample Answers: Better defense would stop 

opposing teams from getting points. Successfully shooting three-pointers would help his 

team rack up more points more quickly.)

Evaluation

Could students answer the questions about details in the text? Could they make inferences 

based on those details?

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards for 

informational text, grade 4 (RI 4.3, 4.8).


