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Lesson Plan

Record Breakers

Book: Basketball Records

Series: Sports Records

Level: Beacon

Objective

To help students study and imitate the structure of a particular paragraph of text, focusing on 

the relationships between sentences. 

Supplies

• Basketball Records book

• Pencils and paper

Before the Activity

Have students read Basketball Records on their own.

Activity

Basketball Records describes many players who broke various records over the years. Have a 

volunteer read the section called “Shot Blocker” on page 12. Then, ask students the following 

questions:

• Why was Elmore Smith known as “The Rejector”? (Answer: Smith was one of the best  

shot blockers in NBA history. By blocking shots, he was rejecting them.)

• What record did Elmore Smith break? (Answer: He broke the record for most  

shots blocked.)

• How did he break the record? (Answer: Smith blocked 17 shots in one game. The previous 

record was 14 shots.)

Next, have students invent a record-breaking player of their own. Students should write a short 

paragraph describing this imaginary player. Like the text on page 12, the paragraph should 

include the following parts:

• a catchy title (like “Shot Blocker”) at the top

• the player’s name and the sport he or she plays

• the player’s special ability or skill

• a nickname based on this ability or skill

• a record the player broke

• how the player broke that record
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Evaluation

Collect the paragraphs and give each student up to 8 points:

• 1 point for including each of the six parts 

• 1 point for ordering information in a way that is easy to follow

• 1 point for using good spelling and grammar

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards for 

informational texts, grade 4 (RI 4.1, 4.5).


