FOCUS READERS

Lesson Plan

Focus on the Supreme Court

Book: Overturning Roe v. Wade
Series: Focus on Current Events
Level: Voyager

Objective
To help students build an understanding of how the US Supreme Court selects which cases to
review and issues its decisions.

Supplies

* Qverturning Roe v. Wade book

* “The U.S. Supreme Court” article from the Judicial Learning Center website:
https://judiciallearningcenter.org/the-us-supreme-court/

* “The Appeal Process” article from the Judicial Learning Center website:
https://judiciallearningcenter.org/the-appeal-process/

* Focus on the Supreme Court worksheet (attached)

* Computer access for students

* Pencils

Before the Activity
Have students read the Overturning Roe v. Wade book before class. Divide students into groups
of four or five. Print a copy of the Focus on the Supreme Court worksheet for each group.

Activity

Overturning Roe v. Wade describes a significant Supreme Court case, Roe v. Wade, as well

as a later case (Dobbs v. Jackson Women'’s Health Organization) that overturned it. To help
students learn more about how the Supreme Court chooses and issues decisions on cases,
divide students into their groups. Give each group a copy of the worksheet, and have students
write their names at the top. In their groups, students should read through the two online
articles and use them to fill in the blanks on the worksheet. (Note: Students can get to the
second article about the appeals process by clicking the link in the “Learn More About the U.S.
Supreme Court” box in the first article’s sidebar.)

Evaluation
Collect the worksheets at the end of class, and use the attached answer key to give each group
up to 34 points.
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Standards
This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards for

informational text, grade 6 (RI 6.1, 2, 3, 4, 7), and the National Council for the Social Studies
standards 5 and 6.
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Focus on the Supreme Court

1. When it was first created, the Supreme Court had justices. Today,
it has justices. There is one Justice and several
Justices.
2. The Supreme Court gets approximately petitions each year but takes only
of them. In order for the Supreme Court to take a case, of its

justices must agree it’s important. If they do, they issue a

3. Most cases reach the Supreme Court by from lower courts. The
Supreme Court takes appeals from only if they
involve the US Constitution. So, most cases come from

4. The party that files an appeal is called the It submits a
. This document argues why a lower court’s decision was wrong or made

5. The other party is the This party submits a

saying why the lower court’s decision should not change. Both sides often cite
from the past for support.

6. In a court of appeals, a panel of judges makes decisions. To appeal a court of
appeals decision, parties can file a for

7. The Supreme Court decides whether to and hear the case.
Justices are most likely to take cases that will affect the entire or

where lower counts do not

8. If the Supreme Court takes a case, all Supreme Court justices
and it, unless a justice
is or . They write an

stating the court’s decision.

9. Justices may also write a opinion if they agree with the decision
but not all the points. Or, they may write a opinion if they disagree
with the ruling.

10. When the Supreme Court issues its ruling, it creates a that

other courts must follow. If the Supreme Court does not take a
case, the lower court’s decision
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Focus on the Supreme Court ANSWER KEY

1. When it was first created, the Supreme Court had Six justices. Today,
it has nine justices. There is one Chief Justice and several
Associate Justices.

2. The Supreme Court gets approximately 10,000 _ petitions each year but takes only

75t085 _ of them. In order for the Supreme Court to take a case, four of its
justices must agree it’s important. If they do, they issue a writ of certiorari
3. Most cases reach the Supreme Court by appeals from lower courts. The
Supreme Court takes appeals from state (supreme) courts only if they
involve the US Constitution. So, most cases come from lower federal courts/the federal

courts of appeal

4. The party that files an appeal is called the appellant It submits a
brief . This document argues why a lower court’s decision was wrong or made
errors
5. The other party is the appellee This party submits a brief
saying why the lower court’s decision should not change. Both sides often cite
court cases from the past for support.
6. In a court of appeals, a panel of three judges makes decisions. To appeal a court of
appeals decision, parties can file a petition for writ of certiorari
7. The Supreme Court decides whether to grant cert and hear the case.
Justices are most likely to take cases that will affect the entire country or
where lower counts do not agree
8. If the Supreme Court takes a case, all nine Supreme Court justices
discuss and vote on it, unless a justice
is il or recused . They write an
opinion stating the court’s decision.
9. Justices may also write a concurring opinion if they agree with the decision
but not all the points. Or, they may write a dissenting opinion if they disagree
with the ruling.
10. When the Supreme Court issues its ruling, it creates a precedent that
all other courts must follow. If the Supreme Court does not take a
case, the lower court’s decision stay/stands
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