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Lesson Plan

Describe the Difference

Book: Immigration

Series: Focus on Current Events

Level: Voyager

Objective

To help students practice comparing and contrasting the meanings of terms related to 

immigration. 

Supplies

• Several copies of the Immigration book

• Describe the Difference worksheet (attached)

• Pencils

Before the Activity

Divide the class into pairs, and print a copy of the Describe the Difference worksheet for each 

pair.

Activity

Immigration involves lots of specific vocabulary. In this activity, students will distinguish 

between similar terms. Divide students into their pairs, giving each pair a worksheet and a 

copy of the Immigration book. In their pairs, students should read through the book. Then, they 

should work together to answer the questions on the worksheet.

Evaluation

Collect the worksheets at the end of class, and use the attached answer key to give each pair of 

students up to 20 points.

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards for 

informational text, grades 6–7 (RI 6.4, 7.4), and language standards, grades 6–7 (L 6.4, 6.5, 7.4, 

7.5).
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Describe the Difference 

1. What do refugees and asylum seekers have in common?

2. What is the difference between the two terms?

3. What do temporary visas and immigrant visas have in common?

4. What is the difference between the two terms?

5. In what ways is being detained similar to being deported?

6. What is the difference between being detained and being deported?



Copyright © 2024 by Focus Readers. This document may be printed and reproduced for local use only.

7. How are ports of entry and checkpoints similar?

8. In what ways are they different?

9. What do permanent residents and citizens have in common?

10. What is the difference between a permanent resident and a citizen?
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Describe the Difference ANSWER KEY

1. What do refugees and asylum seekers have in common? (1 point)

2. What is the difference between the two terms? (4 points)

3. What do temporary visas and immigrant visas have in common? (1 point)

4. What is the difference between the two terms? (2 points)

5. In what ways is being detained similar to being deported? (1 point)

6. What is the difference between being detained and being deported? (3 points)

Both are fleeing their home countries because they face or fear danger (pp. 19–20).

The UN gives refugee status to people who it determines have reasons to fear persecution. 

People apply to become refugees while in their home countries. The UN provides paperwork so 

they can move somewhere safe (p. 20).

However, not everyone who flees their home country qualifies as refugees. So, people may 

seek asylum instead. In this process, the first step is getting into the United States. Once 

there, asylum seekers go through a process of checks and interviews where they give evidence 

showing why they’re in danger. If officers find this evidence convincing, a court date is set. On 

that date, a judge will give people official asylee status (pp. 20–22).

Both are official documents that allow people to travel to a foreign country and give its 

government information about those people (p. 25).

Temporary visas let people visit the United States for a short period of time. After this short 

time, the visas expire and the people must return home (pp. 25–26). Immigrant visas allow 

people to live and/or work in the United States for a longer period of time (pp. 26–27).

Both can happen if someone doesn’t have the necessary documentation (p. 28, 33), or if 

someone seems not to have it (pp. 31–33).

When someone is detained, they must wait while agents investigate and decide if they can 

enter the country. They may have to wait for hours (or days), but after that they may be let go, 

required to appear in court, or deported (pp. 31–32). Deporting people means sending them 

back to their home countries (p. 28).
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7. How are ports of entry and checkpoints similar? (1 point)

8. In what ways are they different? (2 points)

9. What do permanent residents and citizens have in common? (1 point)

10. What is the difference between a permanent resident and a citizen? (4 points)

Ports of entry are places, such as airports, where people can enter a country (p. 31). 

Checkpoints are places near borders where agents stop and check travelers who are moving 

from ports of entry to the rest of the United States (p. 33).

Both are people who live and work in a country and have certain rights, such as getting a 

driver’s license or receiving government benefits (p. 37).

A permanent resident is someone who has a green card (p. 37). To become a citizen, 

immigrants must go through additional steps. They must live in the United States for several 

years and then apply for citizenship by filling out forms, submitting documents, and passing 

tests. Finally, they attend a naturalization ceremony where they swear an oath of allegiance 

(pp. 38–39).

Both are places where agents inspect people’s identification and documentation to make sure 

people have legal permission to be in a country (p. 31, 33).


