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Lesson Plan

Position Paper

Book: Gun Laws in America

Series: Focus on Current Events

Level: Voyager

Objective

To help students practice writing persuasive essays that address and respond to 

counterarguments.

Supplies

• Gun Laws in America book

• Paper

• Pencils

Before the Activity

Have students read the Gun Laws in America book before class.

Activity

Gun Laws in America describes two sides of a debate: people who want more laws restricting 

access to guns, and people who oppose those laws. After reading the book, students should 

write an essay arguing for one of these views. Essays should use the following structure:

• an introductory paragraph that describes the issue and ends with a thesis statement that 

clearly shows which side the student is supporting

• at least three body paragraphs, each of which uses reasoning and evidence to address a 

specific point

• a conclusion paragraph that sums up the student’s argument

In the essay’s body paragraphs, students should draw on details and examples from the 

book to support their views. Additionally, one of the body paragraphs should acknowledge 

a counterargument the opposing side might raise. Students should address this 

counterargument, respectfully presenting facts and/or reasoning to explain why they disagree.

Evaluation

Collect the essays at the end of class, and use the following system to give each student up to 

25 points:

• 5 points for following the structure (introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion)

• 2 points for including a clear thesis statement
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• 2 points for choosing a relevant counterargument

• 2 points for describing that counterargument accurately

• 2 points for presenting reasoning and evidence that counters the counterargument

• 2 points for maintaining a respectful tone while doing so

• 5 points for incorporating reasoning and evidence from the book

• 5 points for using spelling and grammar that is relatively free of errors

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ writing standards, 

grades 7–8 (W 7.1, 8.1).


