FOCUS READERS

Lesson Plan

Taking Note

Book: Unhoused Families
Series: All Families
Level: Beacon

Objective
To help students practice taking notes on an online article by sorting facts into provided
categories.

Supplies
» Unhoused Families book
* “How Does Someone Become Homeless?” article from Wonderopolis:
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/how-does-someone-become-homeless
* Computer access for students
» Taking Note worksheet (attached)
* Pencils

Before the Activity
Read the Unhoused Families book out loud, or assign it to students to read on their own. Print a
copy of the Taking Note worksheet for each student.

Activity

The Unhoused Families book describes some of the reasons people may become homeless,
as well as some of the challenges they face. In this activity, students will learn more about
homelessness and the way it affects people. Help students navigate to the Wonderopolis
article. Then pass out the worksheet. Explain that students should use this worksheet to take
notes as they read the online article. The worksheet is divided into four categories, with a box
for each one. Students should look for three facts that fit in each category. They should write
these facts in the box.

Evaluation
Collect the worksheets at the end of class. Use the attached answer key to give students
1 point for each fact they recorded in the correct category, for up to 12 points total.

Standards
This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards for
informational text, grade 3 (RI 3.2, 3.5), and writing standards, grade 3 (W 3.8).
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Taking Note

Places Homeless People May Sleep

Reasons People Become Homeless

Other Things They May Lack

Other Challenges They May Face
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Taking Note ANSWER KEY

Places Homeless People May Sleep Reasons People Become Homeless
* onthe streets » they don’t have a job
* in abandoned buildings » they don’'t make enough money to own
* in parks or rent somewhere to live
* in shelters  thereisn’t affordable housing where
 atfriends’ houses they live
* inavehicle * alost job or major illness makes housing

too expensive

Other Things They May Lack Other Challenges They May Face
* jobs (or jobs that pay enough) * physical or mental disabilities
* healthy food to eat * drug or alcohol addictions
* clothes to wear * violent or abusive relationships
* access to medical care » post-traumatic stress disorder or
substance abuse after serving as
soldiers
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