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Lesson Plan

Exploring Stories

Book: Immigrant and Refugee Families

Series: All Families

Level: Beacon

Objective

To help students build awareness of the benefits and challenges refugees and immigrants 

experience by reading first-person accounts written by young people whose families moved to 

the United States from other countries.

Supplies

• Immigrant and Refugee Families book

• “Meet Young Immigrants” web page from Scholastic:  

https://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/young_immigrants/index.html 

• Computer access for students

• A New Home worksheet (attached)

• Pencils

Before the Activity

Read the Immigrant and Refugee Families book out loud, or assign it to students to read on 

their own. Divide students into four groups. Print one A New Home worksheet for each group.

Activity

Immigrant and Refugee Families describes some of the many reasons why people may move 

to a new country. In this activity, students will read the stories of some of these people. Help 

each group navigate to the “Meet Young Immigrants” page from Scholastic. Assign each group 

a different story to read. (Note: Sadana’s story contains different information, so use just the 

other four stories for this activity.) As students read, they should find and write the answers to 

the questions on the worksheet. They should also write each group member’s name at the top 

of the page.

Evaluation

Collect the worksheets and use the following sample answers to give each group up to 6 

points. Note: Students may list slightly different likes and challenges than the ones below.
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Group 1: Asya

1. She moved when she was a baby.

2. Ukraine

3. The two countries use different calendars and have different holidays.

4. Her dad got a green card and a job.

5. She misses her grandma.

6. She enjoys going to the beach, ice skating, gymnastics class, restaurants, and friends.

Group 2: Taylor

1. He moved nine months ago, after living half his life in Korea.

2. South Korea

3. The two countries celebrate different holidays, and their food is different, too.

4. His mom’s job got transferred.

5. He was worried about speaking English and all the things about his new life he didn’t know.

6. He likes American schools and has made lots of friends.

Group 3: Vandi

1. He moved when he was six.

2. Sierra Leone

3. Houses and roads are different, and so are the holidays people celebrate.

4. Officials picked his family, who were living in a refugee camp, to move to America.

5. It was hard leaving his family and friends and knowing he wouldn’t be able to see them for 

a long time.

6. He likes his teachers, reading books and comics, and playing dodgeball.

Group 4: Gabriella

1. She moved three months ago.

2. Mexico

3. In Mexico she lived on a ranch with many animals, but now she lives in a small apartment 

that doesn’t allow pets.

4. She came to learn English and get ready to work in her family’s business.

5. She misses her horses and dogs that stayed in Mexico. She was also scared about all the 

things she didn’t know.

6. She likes her teacher and enjoys the stores and mall.

Standards

This lesson may be used to address the Common Core State Standards’ reading standards 

for informational text, grade 3 (RI 3.1, 3.10), and the National Council for the Social Studies 

Standards 1 and 3.
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A New Home

1. When did this person move to the United States?

2. What country did this person move from?

3. What is one difference the person noticed between the two countries?

4. Why did this person move?

5. What is one thing that was hard or sad about the move?

6. What is one thing the person likes about where they live now?


